
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY, 2009 NEWSLETTER 
 
 
 

Reflection on Mary, Mother of God for the                               
Marian Month of May 

 
 Mary is a very special person for us because she was the Mother of Jesus, 

                       the Son of God. She was chosen by God to be Jesusõ mother and 
                         He filled her heart with so much love that she always did what 

                                 He wanted her to do. 
                           When asked to be the Mother of Jesus she 

         replied, ò Here I am , the servant of the Lordó and 
             said òyesó to the angel that was sent by God. 

 
  (pg. 33 òLet Us Prayó Northern Ontario Catholic Curriculum Cooperative) 

 

 
 
As we enter the final two months of the current school year, we are reminded of 
everything that we have accomplished since September.  Perhaps one of the best 
memories that we will take forward is the hard work (and sweat) that was poured 
into putting on the production of ñWilly Wonkaò.  The hundreds of hours that were 
spent in preparation for the final performances, were clearly worth it.   
 
Just the other day, I had an anonymous lady call me at the school excited to share 
her observations after attending one of the earlier performances.  Upon my 
asking, I learned that this lady was not in any, way, shape or form affiliated with 
the school or the school system.  This made me even more curious.  The fact is, 
she just wanted to take a moment to compliment and celebrate the phenomenal 
job that was done by all involved.  Needless to say, her excitement was uplifting 
(and I would suggest) an accurate reflection of what  kind of impact this kind of a 
performance has on the community (not only the school community, but the arts 
community as well). 
 
Needless to say, words cannot describe how proud all of us are to be associated 
with the Fine Arts program at St. Maryôs School.  I sincerely offer my gratitude and 
heartfelt ñthank youò to each student, teacher, support staff and parent that 
permitted ñWilly Wonkaò to be the success that it truly was ï Bravo!!!! 
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May is also the month that we celebrate our patron Saint, Mary.   Therefore, during 
the month of May, each class is endeavoring to learn about and likewise recite a 
decade of the rosary on a daily basis.  As a Catholic people, we firmly           
believe in the power of prayer and devotion to the Virgin Mary. 
 
Mary lived with her eyes fixed on Christ, treasuring his every word: ñShe kept all 
these things, pondering  them in  her  heartò (Luke 2:19).  The memories of Jesus, 
impressed upon her heart, were always with her, leading her to reflect on the 
various moments of her life at    her    sonôs   side.   In   a   way   those     memories  
were to be the ñrosaryò which she recited uninterruptedly throughout her earthly 
life. 
 
Even now, Mary sets before the faithful the mysteries of her Son, with the desire 
that the meditation of those mysteries will release all their saving power.   In the 
recitation of the rosary, the Christian community enters into contact with the 
memories and saintly life of Mary.   The rosary, precisely because it starts with 
Maryôs own experience, is an excellent way to enter into a deeper relationship with 
God through prayer. 

R. Dumanowski 

**** 

Mrs. English would like to thank those parents who donated to the Report Card 
Incentive Program.  Due to your generosity, we were able to hand out many prizes 
to deserving students.  Again congratulations to all students who strove to 
improve their marks.   

**** 
Congratulations to Calvin Ho for winning the 2009 School Art Division Award 
(Junior Award).   

 
 

 
SOME IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 
  1). Friday, May 1, 2009: 

Staff Meeting and Professional Development Day - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS. 
   
  2).  Sunday, May 3 to Friday, May 8, 2009: 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 Catholic Education Week is a welcome opportunity to celebrate the Mission of our 

Catholic schools as they strive to integrate the Gospel values of Jesus Christ in every 
aspect of the schoolôs life and curriculum.  This yearôs theme is ñCatholic Education:  
Good News for Allò. 
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3). Monday 4, 2009: 
Grade 6 (including French Immersion Grade 6 students) to Grade 8 Monthly Assembly 
begins at 9:00 a.m. in the school gym. There will be a special presentation from a Rotary 
Music Festival representatives. 

**** 
 Students interested  in sharing their talents are encouraged to sign up for the St. Maryôs 

Seventh Annual Star Search.  If you sing, dance, play an instrument, then pick up a 
registration form from the office today.  All forms must be returned to Miss Bischoff by 
Friday, May 15.  Competition starts on Monday, May 25 and Finals are on Thursday, 
June 4.  Prizes to be won!!   

 
Each student is asked to donate $1.00 along with their registration form for Star 
Search.  Forms will only be accepted once the $1.00 is received by the office, there are 
no IOU's.  Each student who registers will then be given a yellow ribbon to show their 
support of this project.  All money will be donated to the ATA's Afghanistan Mission 
Project.  This project will raise funds to enhance academic education among Afghans so 
that they can take over once the war is over.  All funding received from MHCBE will be 
forwarded to the Chaplain in charge of our Canadian troops.   

 
  4). Tuesday, May 5, 2009: 

School Council Meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. in the library.  
 

  5). Wednesday, May 6, 2009: 
Fine Arts Academy Fundraiser (for the Choir Trip to Provincials in Edmonton) 

 The last day to enter your bid in the Silent Auction on the ñLaurenôs Carousel - 
One More Timeò painting by artist Debbie Dunlop, is today. The picture is 
displayed in the main hallway at St. Maryôs School.   

 

 Open Bottle Return Account at Shamrock Bottle Depot.  Closing date is today. 
 
  6). Wednesday, May 6 and Thursday, May 7, 2009: 
 The Grade 7 and 8 Fine Arts Academy Choir will be competing at the Alberta Music 

Festival Provincials in Edmonton.  Departure is at 12:00 noon. 
 
  7). Thursday, May 7, 2009: 
 The ñE-lemon-atorsò, the St. Maryôs staff participating in the Relay For Life, will be selling 

lemonade at noon to raise money for cancer research.  A cup of lemonade will be sold for 
$1.00 with all proceeds going to Relay For Life. 

**** 
 The Grade 7 and 8 Fine Arts Academy Choir will be returning from Edmonton at 

approximately 9:30 p.m. 
   
  8). Sunday, May 10, 2009: 
 Motherôs Day - a time to honor all mothers! 
  
  9). Monday, May 11, 2009: 

French  Immersion  (Kindergarten  to Grade  5 students)  Monthly Assembly begins at        
9:00 a.m. in the school gym. 
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10). Tuesday, May 12, 2009: 
 Grade 3 English Language Arts (Part A) Provincial Achievement Test.  Grade 3 

Language Arts (Part B - Reading Comprehension) Provincial Achievement Test will be on 
Tuesday, June 16, 2009.  

 
 Grade 6 Français/French Language Arts (Partie A) Provincial Achievement Test.  

Grade 6 Français/French Language Arts (Partie B) Provincial Achievement Test will be 
on Friday, June 19, 2009.  
 
Language Arts (Part A - Written) Final Test - this portion will be written by all students 
in Grades 7 & 8 in the morning. 
 
Costa Rica School Trip Parent Meeting will be held in Room 29 (Mrs. Millerôs Room) at 
7:00 p.m.  Please see attached information sheet. 

   
11). Wednesday, May 13, 2009: 
  St. Maryôs School Track and Field Day - all students from Grade 7 and 8 are required 

to attend school today.  Details for this event will be announced at a later date.  This is a 
regular school day for the remainder of students. 

**** 
 Grade 6 English Language Arts (Part A) Provincial Achievement Test.  Grade 6 

Language Arts (Part B) Provincial Achievement Test will be on Wednesday, June 17, 
2009.  
  

12). Thursday, May 14, 2009: 
 Grade 3 Français/French Language Arts (Partie A) Provincial Achievement Test.  

Grade 3 Français/French Language Arts (Partie B) Provincial Achievement Test will be 
on Thursday, June 11, 2009.  

 
 Grade 6 Math (Part/Partie A) Provincial Achievement Test.  Grade 6 Math  

(Part/Partie B) Provincial Achievement Test will be on Thursday, June 18, 2009.   
 
 * Please note that there was an error in the mathematics section of the Grade 6 Parent 

Guide to Achievement Testing.    This year, a change was made to the format of the 
mathematics sample questions.  Unfortunately, this change was not reflected in the key 
to the sample questions on page 14.  As a result, the answers to questions six and eight 
are incorrect.  The correct answers are as follows:  6. B; 8. C.   

 
 The updated parent guide has been posted to Alberta Educationôs website at:  

http://education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/exams.aspx. 
 

13). Friday, May 15, 2009: 
No school for Kindergarten students today.  School is open for all other students in 
Preschool and from grades 1 to 8. 

**** 
Super Hero Dress-up Day - It's a bird!  It's a plane!  No, wait . . .  it's Super Hero Day!  
Find your Spiderman p.j.'s or breakout your own super hero creation. 

**** 
 Grade 3 Math (Partie A  - Timed Number Facts)  Provincial Achievement Test.    

Grade 3 Math (Partie B - Problem Solving Skills) Provincial Achievement Test will be on 
Thursday, June 18, 2009.  

**** 
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Friday, May 15, 2009 (continued): 
Today is the last day to purchase a 2008/2009 School Yearbook. The yearbook will cost 
$30.00.  Yearbook orders are dependent on the number of orders placed.  We will not be 
depositing money or cheques or issuing receipts until we know we have enough orders.  
If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Melle at 527-7616.  Please note that the 
2008/2009 School Yearbooks will be printed during the summer months and arrive 
sometime during the Fall of 2009.  Please complete the order form at the end of this 
newsletter and return it to St. Maryôs School by the end of today.  No late orders will be 
accepted after today. Yearbooks that are ordered by grade 8 students that will be 
attending McCoy in September, will be delivered and distributed at McCoy once they 
arrive. 

**** 
 St. Maryôs Seventh Annual Star Search forms are due today.  Competition begins on 

Monday, May 25.  
 
14). Monday, May 18, 2009: 
 Victoria Day - school will be closed. 
 
15). Tuesday, May 19 to Friday, May 22, 2009: 
 Relay for Life Fundraiser Week - fundraising activities will be held during the noon hour 

throughout the week. 
 
16). Tuesday, May 19, 2009: 

The St. Maryôs Food Fair is an opportunity for students to order food from a local fast 
food restaurant.   A  Food Fair list of the participating restaurants and the items that may 
be ordered as well as the cost of each item will be sent home with each student today.  
Room reps work together to build a drive-through stand for ñtheirò restaurant. On 
Wednesday, May 20 to Friday, May 22, students are asked to order and pay for their 
food items.  On Thursday,  May 28 students will ñdrive-inò to the gym to pick up their 
orders. 

**** 
 Town-Hall Meeting - please see attachment. 
 
17). Wednesday, May 20, 2009: 

Fine Arts Academy Parent Meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Maryôs School 
Library.   

 
18). Thursday, May 21, 2009: 

The Marian Celebration will be held in the gym this morning at 
9:30 a.m.   Parents are invited to attend.   

 
Rosary and Benediction with special procession of flowers 
begins at 6:30 p.m., St. Patrickôs Church. 

 
19). Friday, May 22, 2009: 
 Last day to order and pay for St. Maryôs Food Fair items. 
 
20). Monday, May 25 - Monday, June 1, 2009:  
 Competition for the St. Maryôs Seventh Annual Star Search will be held during  

various noon hours this week. 
 
21).  Wednesday, May 27, 2009: 
 CPF Meeting will be held tonight in the school library at 7:00 p.m. 
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22). Thursday, May 28, 2009: 
 St. Maryôs Food Fair - students will pick up pre-ordered food items in the gym. 

**** 
French Immersion Student Recognition Assembly ñPerseveranceò begins at          
2:45 p.m. in the gym. 

 
23). Friday, May 29, 2009: 
 Yellow Day ï dress in yellow to support the St. Maryôs ñE-lemon-atorsò for the Cancer  - 

Relay for Life. 

**** 
St. Maryôs Singers will be attending a District Wide Choral Workshop and noon hour 
Concert at the Dream Centre from 9:00 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 

**** 
The St. Maryôs Academy Choir will be singing for the Cancer Relay for Life on the 
open stage at Kin Coulee Park. The choir will be performing from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. 

 
24). Library News: 
  Our Chess Club Wind-up was held on Tuesday, April 28.  The Chess Master, Gary 

Eberhardt from Medicine Hat Chess Club and Curt Moll, challenged around 35 students.  
All club members enjoyed pizza for lunch.  Congratulations to the following students who 
won our tournament: 

   
                Beginner Level 
           1

st
 Place  -  Hailey Doucette  

           2
nd

 Place -  Nairn Drever 

   Intermediate Level 
 1

st
 Place   -  Calvin Ho 

 2
nd

 Place  -  Jacob Raby 
      
 A huge bouquet and thank you for the commitment of volunteering and donations goes 

to the following people/organizations to make this club possible: 
 
      Mr. Gary Eberhardt        Mr. Curt Moll       Mrs. Gabe Sas          Mrs. Cathy Wright       
                                      Medicine Hat Chess Club     Mr. Mike Tivadar (Shannon Monumental) 
 
25). Counsellorôs Corner: 

                                   
               Why Kids Still Need Their Parents After Elementary School 

Once upon a time, your child was an infant.  Your child needed parents to care for 
her/him because that was the only way to survive.  Eventually, the child grew some, 
learned to walk, talk and read.  You were there to answer their questions about all of lifeôs 
adventures.  You were there to bandage their wounds when they fell.   You were there to  
tuck them in at night. 
  
And then, all of a sudden, they decided that they didnôt need mom or dad to tuck them in, 
make them breakfast or tie their shoes.   Some parents may feel rejected by this sudden 
autonomy in adolescence.   Just know that this is normal and you should not feel insulted 
by this behavior.  Middle schoolers are notorious for this need of independence.  Just 
know that they still need you, the parents, more than ever. The key is to sit back, 
know when youôre needed and  be there for them when that time occurs.   Stick to your 
discipline, rules and morals.  Your kids  will thank you for  being there for them when they  
need you most. 
  
You guide them in so many ways at this age.  You can help them learn to be respectful, 
organized, helpful, confident, hard workers, teammates, and so on.   Remember that they 
learn by watching you; parents are the most influential people to their children.  The time 
you spend with your children is priceless.  Make the most of each day with your kids.  

 


